REMARKS/A RGUMENTS 



Applicants respectfully request rcconsideration acd allowance of this application in 
view of the amendments above and the following comments. Claims 19-34 weie pending 
in the appUcation. By this Amendment, claims 19 and 21have been amended and claims 25- 
36 have been canceled. It is believed that no new matter has been added. Accordingly, 
claims 19-24 are pending. 

Claim reiection s under 35 VS.C. 112. second pflragraph 

Independent claim 19 has been amended. Claims 20 to 24 either directly or directly 
depend on claim 19* 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw this rejection. 

Rejection of clai ms 19-24 under 35 UJS,C 103ffl) as being obvious over Suzuki 
et al in view of Middletoit et al and Harrison 

To estzhlish a prima facie obviousness of a claimed invention, there must be 
some suggestion or motivation either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the references 
together and all the claim limitations must be taught or suggested by the prior art 
reference (or references), M.P.E,P. §2143.03 
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It is respectftilly submitted that the Exawiijaer has foiled to make a prima fecie case 
of obviousness for the reasons listed below. The claimed invention is djiected to a 
method for treating.imniunosuppression of skin cells induced bv UVB radiation, said 
method comprising topically applying to the skin of a person in need thereof an effective 
amount of certain flavonoids. As the Examiner acknowledges, Suzuki does not teach or 
suggest using certain flavonoids for treating immunosuppression of skin cells induced by 
UVB radiation. The other references fail to make up for the deficiencies listed in Suttuki. 
For example, it is believed that neither Middletoo nor Harrison teach or suggest treating 
immunosuppression of skin cells induced by UVB radiation by use of certain flavonoids. 
If the Examiner believes either of these references specifically teach or suggest this, the 
Examiner should point out where in these references they specifically teach this. It 
appears that Harrison and Middleton talks generally about flavonoids having some 
general beneficial uses, however, there is nothing to indicate that the specific flavonoids 
claimed in the invention (see claim 19) for use treating immunosuppression of skin cells 
induced by UVB radiation is taught or suggested by the combined references. In support 
of the Examiner's position that the combined references render the claimed invention 
obviotiSa the Examiner seems to inaccurately assume that all flavonoids are the same and 
have the same specific beneficial uses as other flavonoids. It is believed that certain 
flavonoids have very different properties and different uses than oilier flavonoids. Thus, 
for all the reasons mentioned, the combined references fail to teach or suggest treating 
immunosuppression of skin cells induced by UVB radiation by the specifically claimed 
flavonoids in the claimed invention and there is no indication that this knowledge was 
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available to one skilled in the art. Thus, the Examiner has failed to make a prima case of 
obviousness. 

It is, therefore, respectfully Jiequested that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw 
this rejection. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the foregoing remarks it is believed tiiat the claims are itj condition for 



CONDITIONAL PETTTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

If entry and consideration of the amendments above requires an extension of time, 
Applicants respectfully request that this be considered a petition therefore. The Assistant 
Conunissioner is authorized to charge any feeCs) due in this connection to Deposit Account 
No. 14-1263. 

APPmONALFEE 

Please diarge any insufficiency of fees, or credit any excess, to Deposit Account No. 



allowance. 



14-1263. 



Respectfully submitted, 

NORMS McLaughlin & marcus, p.a. 




Paul Lim 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 55,383 
875 Third Avenue - 1 8'" Floor 
New York, New York 1 0022 
Phone: (212)808-0700 
Fax: (212) 808-0844 



tJSSN: 08/849,525 



10 



PAGE my RCVD AT 111212006 3:42:23 PM pstem Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/31 * D(IIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (m[n-ss):0242 



